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Introduction 

 

Conscience International (CI) and the Inspection Panel organized a CSO outreach workshop in Banjul, 

The Gambia on 19 April, 2015 for CSO delegates attending the 56th Ordinary Session of the African 

Commission on Human and People’s Rights.  Over 40 CSO representatives from over a dozen African and 

European countries participated in the workshop, which was held within the concomitant NGO Forum. 

The aim of the workshop was to introduce the Inspection Panel to invited participants and explore 

strategies to engage CSOs in promoting the work of the Inspection Panel in their respective countries; 

share experience and encourage participants to incorporate the Inspection Panel mechanism in their 

work of promoting and protecting human rights; establish a stronger and continuous working 

relationship between the panel and Civil Society Actors, as a nucleus for a continent-wide strategic 

partnership for the strengthening of the work of the Inspection Panel in Africa.  

 

The Inspection Panel is an independent complaints mechanism for people and communities who believe 

that they have been, or are likely to be, adversely affected by a World Bank-funded project. The Board 

of Executive Directors created the Inspection Panel in 1993 to ensure that people have access to an 

independent body to express their concerns and seek recourse.  

 

The Panel is an impartial fact-finding body, independent from the World Bank management and staff, 

reporting directly to the Board. The Inspection Panel process aims to promote accountability at the 

World Bank, give affected people a greater voice in activities supported by the World Bank that affect 

their rights and interests, and foster redress when warranted. In response to complaints from project-

affected people, we have a mandate to review projects funded by the World Bank, through the 

International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) and International Development 

Association (IDA). The Panel assesses allegations of harm to people or the environment and reviews 

whether the Bank followed its operational policies and procedures.  

 

The Inspection Panel consists of three members appointed by the Board of Executive Directors for a five-

year non-renewable term. Members are selected on the basis of their ability to deal thoroughly and 

fairly with the complaints brought to them, their integrity and independence from Bank Management, 

and their exposure to developmental issues and living conditions in developing countries.  

 

The Panel has a permanent Secretariat that provides operational and administrative support. For its 

fact-finding and investigations, the Panel also hires independent, internationally-recognized experts to 

ensure objective and professional assessment of the issues under review. 

 

 

Rational 

 

The work of the Inspection Panel is very important to CSOs as it relate to their work of promoting and 

protecting human rights in Africa. Many African countries depends largely on World Bank financed 

projects for their economic growth/recovery but the citizens are not well informed as to how they can 

participate in the governance of these projects. Most importantly, many Civil Society Organizations 
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(CSOs) and communities in Africa have little or no knowledge about such a mechanism as the Inspection 

Panel. Since the Inspection Panel was created in 1993 up to date it has received only 94 requests, 26 of 

this made by African States and out of this number, West Africa represents 5 requests from 3 countries 

only namely; Nigeria (3), Ghana (1) and Liberia (1). This however, does not represent ineffectiveness of 

the Panel but points at partnership building between the Panel and CSOs who are the ears and mouth-

piece of the citizenry. 

 

 

Focus 

  

Serge Selwan of the Inspection Panel made a presentation about the Panel’s origins, compliance role, 

and investigative process.  He also shared lessons learned from several recent cases which had human 

rights dimensions.  Serge pointed that the primary users of this mechanism are local communities of at 

least two people or local organization, or representative, on behalf of affected people (some 

international NGOs have increasingly become specialized in assisting local NGOs in filing complaints). He 

added that in exceptional circumstances, a foreign organization can make use of this mechanism on 

behalf of affected people, if local representation is not available. Serge’s presentation was followed by a 

general discussion led by Shaka Ceesay, CI Director, in which participants asked questions about various 

aspects of the Panel’s work. Topics raised ranged from the enforceability of the Panel’s 

recommendations and World Bank’s acceptance of the Panel’s role, to eligibility criteria CSOs should 

follow when making a request for an investigation. Also, Shaka spoke on the need for CSOs to embrace 

and support the work of the panel as it is very relevant to their work of promoting and protecting 

human rights in the communities they serve. Therefore, Shaka reiterated the importance of a long-

lasting partnership between Conscience International (CI) and the Inspectional Panel through engaging 

more African CSOs in incorporating the Inspection Panel mechanism in their work of promoting and 

protecting human rights in their respective countries.  

 

 

Issues raised by participants during the workshop 

 

A number of key points were made during the discussion. First that CI and other CSOs consider the 

Panel’s role to be quite important to CSOs in Africa as it protects human rights embedded in Bank’s 

policies and procedures. Second, while many African countries benefit from Bank financed-projects, 

most citizens are unaware of how they can participate in these projects. Third, many CSOs and 

communities in Africa have little or no knowledge about the Inspection Panel as a venue to seek 

recourse when problems arise within Bank-financed projects. Most participants were united over the 

need for a network of CSOs using the Inspection Panel as a mechanism for their work of promoting and 

protecting human rights. This network, they emphasized, is crucial for promoting the work of the panel. 

As with all group forums, however, it was felt that participants required more time to deliberate on the 

discussion issues and to merge their specialized viewpoints. 
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List of Participants 

 

No. Name Organization/ Country Telephone Email 

1. Benjamin Mutambukah Coalition of Pastoralist Civil 
Society Organizations 
(Uganda) 

 
+256 701617019 

benjamuta@gmail.com 

2. Chebet Mungech Me Eggon Benet Indigenous 
Ogiek Group (Uganda) 

+256 779233078 
+256 700370473 

mungech@gmail.com 

3. Sipho Gumedze Lawyers For Human Rights  
(Swaziland) 

+26 876576123 siphogumedze@gmail.com 

4. Osude Uju .S. Prisoners Rehabilitation and 
Welfare Action (PRAWA – 
Nigeria) 

+234 8162998683 Ujuosude2005@yahoo.com 
uosude@prawa.org 

5. Morlai R. K. Kamara  The West Africa Institute for 
Legal Aid (The Gambia) 

+220 7924365 morlairkamara@yahoo.com 

6. Thomas Fuad Touray The West Africa Institute for 
Legal Aid (The Gambia) 

+220 7650982 
+220 3968299 

fuadthomas@gmail.com 
wailagambia@gmail.com 

7. Zaninka Penninah United Organization for 
Batwa Development 
(Uganda)  

+256772660810 uobdubatwa@gmail.com 
zaninkapen@gmail.com 

8. Michael Oko Davies International Institute for 
Child Protection (The 
Gambia) 

+220 3961773 interchildprotection@gmail.com 

9. Alesandra Oget UHAI (Kenya) +254 700423343 alexandraoget@gmail.com 

10. Achieng Akena UHAI-EASHRI (Kenya) +254 726744864 achieng@uhai-eashri.org 

11. Dr. Curtis F. J Doebbler International Lawyers 
Organization (Switzerland) 

+41 793044654 office@international-lawyers.org 

12. Dr. Lawrence Owoyemi Triple-D Foundation 
(The Gambia) 

+220 7805015 tripledfoundation@gnail.com 

13. Katherine Mulhern IHRDA (The Gambia) +44 7775707767 kmulhern@ihrda.org 

14. Faith Alubbe Kenya Human Rights 
Commission (Kenya) 

+254 726601079 falubbe@gmail.com 
falubbe@khrc.or.ke 

15. Stela Santos Mozambique Bar Association 
Commission (Mozambique) 

+258 828437910 stelajoanax@gmail.com 

16. Sayi Nindi Legal Resources Center 
(South Africa) 

+27 118369831 sayi@lrc.org.za 

17. Amadou Bah Network of Human Rights 
Journalist (The Gambia) 

+220 7459162 bahamadou4073@yahoo.com 

18. Angelina Daniel End Impunity Organization 
(South Sudan) 

+211 955277112 angelinaseeka@end-impunity.org 

19. Brigadier Siachitema South Africa Litigation Centre 
(South Africa) 

+27 82 8903443 bsiachitema2001 @yahoo.com 
brigadiers@salc.org.za 

20. Victoria Serwaah 
Kankam 

Initiative for Gender Equality 
and Development in Africa 
(Ghana) 

+233 233124943 serwaakankam@gmail.com 
 

21. Ebriama Dibbasey Gambia Federation of 
Disabled (The Gambia) 

+220 9921196 gambianudy@yahoo.com 

22. Vecente Maujate Mozambique Bar Association +258 845288888 vicente.manjate@gmail.com 
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Human Rights Commission 
(Mozambique) 

 

23. Fatoumatta B. Jallow African Center for Democracy 
and Human Rights Studies 
(The Gambia) 

+220 7821291 fatimamailid@yahoo.com 
 

24. Liesl Muller Lawyers for Human Rights 
(South Africa) 

+27 113391960 liesl@lhr.org.za 

25. Mariama Mboob Conscience International 
(CI-The Gambia) 

+2207788010 amys@conscience-
international.net 

26. Haja Ceesay Conscience International 
(CI-The Gambia) 

+2207210882 ci.gambia@gmail.com 
 

27. Fatou Jobe Conscience International (CI-
The Gambia) 

+220 7813434 info@conscience-
international.net 

28. Abou Bour COUIRE (Mauritania) +222 46413300 draboubour@yahoo.fr 

29. Sidiya Ahemdi AENC Mauritania +222 22336562 AENC2012@yahoo.com 

30. Umahi Charless. E PRAWA (Nigeria) +2348039368887 umahic@yahoo.com 

31. Agi Bintou Faal Institute for Human Rights 
and Development in Africa 
(The Gambia) 

+220 7171358 agibintoufaal92@yahoo.com 

32. Suzanne Majari IPAS Africa Alliance (Kenya) +254 721466003 majaris@ipas.org 

33. Fiaty Solonge West Africa Human Rights 
Defenders Network (Togo) 

+22890011839 roaddh@gmail.com 
oliviafiaty@yahoo.fr  

34. Osai Ojigho State of the Union Coalition 
(Kenya) 

+254 787602699 osai_o@yahoo.com 
oojigho@sotu-africa.org 

35. Agnes Ebo’o Citizens Governance Initiative 
(Cameroon) 

+2372422011568 agnes@citizen-governance.org 
agnesmarcelle@yahoo.com 

36. Ouattara Florence Reseau Ouest African des 
Femmes Defeusuers 
(Burkina Faso) 

+22670249691 florencek_ouattara@yahoo.fr 
 

37. Brenda Muturi IPAS  muturib@ipas.org 

38. Coulibally P. Marthe Coalition Ivoirienne des 
Defenseurs des Droits 
Humains (Ivory Coast)  

+225 7191979 pedancoulibaly@yahoo.fr 

39. Tilder Kumichii Ndichia Gender Empowerment and 
Development (Cameroon) 

+237 677755558 
+237 676999515 

kumichii@yahoo.co.uk 
genderdevelop@yahoo.co.uk 
 

40. Lamin Fatty The Standard Newspaper 
(The Gambia) 

+220 7643556 
+220 3030063 

langmus395@hotmail.com 

41. Ivehanna Larrosa ESCR-net/NGO Coalition  ilarrosa@escr-net.org  

42. Papa Demba Diaw International Committee of 
the Red Cross (Senegal) 

+221 775207144 papademdadiaw@yahoo.fr 

43. Narmadji Celine AFDCPT (Chad) +23566234085 marmadjicel.64@gmail.com 

44. Odigie Akhator ITUC-Africa (Togo) +228 92359013 odigie.joel@gmail.com 

45. Maxwell Nkambule Lawyers for Human Rights 
(Swaziland) 

+268 76048294 nkambulemaxwell@yahoo.co.uk 
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